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Polls to get to know 
the delegates.



16.00 Welcome 

Introduction to the qualification 

Polls 

16.10 Section A responses - examiners’ comments and marking activities. 

Section B - examiners’ comments. 

16.50 Comfort Break

16.55 Section B and C responses – examiners’ comments and marking 
activities

17.45 Discussion – common issues, delivery strategies and best practice

18:00  Finish

Session Agenda



During the training, delegates will:

• look closely at the assessment criteria for the examined 
components (Paper 1) and what is required of students to 
achieve success 

• review examples of real student responses to questions

• understand how to use the mark schemes to mark your 
students’ mocks

• address common issues and frequently asked questions

Aims and Objectives



Pearson Edexcel



Pearson is the world’s leading learning company. Our mission is to help people 
make progress in their lives through learning – because we believe that learning opens 
up opportunities, creating fulfilling careers and better lives. 

❖ Qualifications: our qualifications and assessments help to educate millions of
people worldwide.

❖ Support: we provide innovative textbooks, curriculum materials, multimedia
learning tools, IT platforms, professional development.

❖ Impact: At the core of everything we do is the desire to make a measurable
impact on improving people’s lives through learning.

Edexcel is part of Pearson Education and is the UK’s largest awarding body.

❖ Worldwide recognition: over 150 years of international education experience,
more than 3.4 million learners in 70+ countries. Over 9 million scripts marked
annually, with exceptionally reliable results.

About Pearson Edexcel



International GCSE 
Features 



Awarding

• The grading system is changing, but our commitment to awarding grades that 
accurately reflect learner exam performance remains the same.

• We set new grade boundaries (minimum number of marks needed to achieve 
each grade) for each assessment of each qualification.

Benefits

• Greater differentiation across levels of attainment, e.g. 2 grades where the current 
C grade is.

• Rewards truly outstanding achievement with the grade 9. 

• Provides more information about student attainment to help progression to A 
Level.

• Same scale for Pearson Edexcel GCSE and International GCSE allows for clear 
comparison with English standards, unlike old A* to G grading. 

9-1 grading scale



9-1 grading scale 



World-class qualifications
All Edexcel qualifications 
are developed to meet 
Pearson’s World Class 
Qualification design 
principles

Endorsement 
of educational 
thought-leaders and  
assessment experts
from across the globe

Developed using 
an understanding 
and benchmarking of 
all educational 
systems

Qualifications that 
support young people to 
develop the capabilities
they need to progress
and prosper in their lives



● Our transferable skills framework underpins the design all Pearson 
Edexcel international qualifications and their supporting resources 
across IPLS, International GCSE and International A Level.

● Ensures our assessments target the skills students need for 
successful progression.

● Increasing our support where these skills naturally occur through 
the teaching, learning and assessment.

● Pearson materials and mapping will support you in identifying and 
developing the acquisition of these skills in students across the full 
curriculum.

● https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%
20GCSE/General/Transferable-Skills-Information-Pack.pdf

Supporting transferable skills

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/International%20GCSE/General/Transferable-Skills-Information-Pack.pdf


• This presentation uses exemplars from both 4EB1/01 and    
4EB1/01R.

• The two papers are of the same standard and test the same skills.

• Both can be used for practice.

• Guidance and comments on both papers are similar.

• The Question Paper, Mark Scheme and Principal Examiner’s 
Report for both papers are available in the delegate pack.

4EB1/01 and 4EB1/01R



Section A



• Requires candidates to read and understand a variety of texts, 
selecting and interpreting information, ideas and perspectives.

• Is assessed in Section A in Questions 1, 2, 4 and 5 only.

Assessment Objective 1



The majority of responses to these questions were successful.
Candidates who were unsuccessful:

• did not use the correct line references
• did not use the correct extract
• selected random words/phrases which were from the correct section but 

did not address the question
• did not read the questions carefully enough
• copied out the whole of the given section
• attempted to use their own words.

Questions 1, 2, 4 and 5



• Encourage candidates to identify (highlight/underline) the 
relevant part of the extract.

• Read the question and ensure that the chosen phrase answers 
it.

• Do not spend too much time on these questions.

• Do not waste time trying to use own words.

How to improve AO1 in Section A 
questions



• Requires candidates to understand and analyse how writers use 
linguistic and structural devices to achieve their effects.

• Is assessed in Questions 3 and 6.

Assessment Objective 2



4EB1 01 June 2019

Question 3:

Explain how the writer presents the achievements of the students taking part in the

Greig City Academy sailing programme.

You should support your answer with close reference to the passage, including

brief quotations.

4EB1 01R June 2019

Question 3:

Explain how the writer presents her advice to teachers.

You should support your answer with close reference to the passage, including

brief quotations.

Question 3 



4EB1 01 June 2019

Question 6:

Explain how the writer persuades the reader to consider trying after-study 
activities.

You should support your answer with close reference to the passage, including

brief quotations.

4EB1 01R June 2019

Question 6:

Explain how the writer conveys her belief that young people can make a difference.

You should support your answer with close reference to the passage, including

brief quotations.

Question 6 



Successful candidates: 

• explored the range of linguistic and structural techniques used 
by the writer across the whole extract

• used correct terminology to identify the writer’s techniques

• explained how the use of the techniques identified helped the 
writer to achieve effects

• had a clear focus on the task. 

Why candidates did well - Summary



Less successful candidates: 

• focused on what the writer said rather than 
commenting on the techniques used 

• tended to comment on the content of the extract 

• tended to ‘feature spot’.  

Why candidates didn’t do well –
Summary



Look at the two examples for Question 3 for the main paper 
(01)

Rank order them (and suggest a mark)

Discussion (through text chat)

Marking Activity – Question 3



4EB1/01

Question: 3

Document ID: 0461001909659

Document name: Script 1

Question: 3

Document ID: 0461001909234

Document name: Script 2

[Marking activity to appear here/be available to download]

Candidate Responses



Script 1 : Level  4, 8 marks. A thorough understanding and 
exploration of language and structure are shown. 

Script 2 : Level  2, 3 marks. The candidate shows what the 
writer presents, but does not explain how. 

Marking Activity - Answers



Through text chat discuss:

• the marks awarded for these scripts

• how the responses could have been improved

• any useful tips to improve AO2 that you might like to share

Marking Activity - Discussion



Look at the two examples for Question 6 for the regional 
paper (01R)

Mark them

Discussion (through text chat)

Marking Activity – Question 6



4EB1/01R

Question: 6

Document ID: 0461002063422

Document name: Script 3

Question: 6

Document ID: 0461002063412

Document name: Script 4

[Marking activity to appear here/be available to download]

Candidate Responses



Script 3 : Level  4, 7 marks. The response shows some 
thorough understanding and some exploration of how 
language is used for effect. 

Script 4 : Level  2, 4 marks. The candidate focuses on what 
the writer presents, but does not explain how techniques 
are used for effect. 

Marking Activity - Answers



• Requires candidates to explore links and connections 
between writers’ ideas and perspectives, as well as how 
these are conveyed.

• Is assessed in Question 7.

Assessment Objective 3



4EB1 01 June 2019

Refer to BOTH Text One and Text Two to answer the     
following question.

Compare how the writers of Text One and Text Two present ideas 
and perspectives about after-study activities.

Support your answer with examples from both texts.

Question 7



4EB1 01R June 2019

Refer to BOTH Text One and Text Two to answer the

following question.

Compare how the writers of Text One and Text Two present their    
ideas and perspectives on why it is important for young people to 
be involved in social change.

Support your answer with examples from both texts.

Question 7



Successful candidates: 

• explored a wide range of comparisons

• explored the writers’ ideas and perspectives

• balanced their comments across both texts

• used references from both texts which fully supported the 
points being made.

Why candidates did well - Summary



Less successful candidates: 

• compared the texts but did not offer a developed response

• identified only obvious comparisons

• did not give references to support their comparisons

• compared the content of the texts

• did not use comparative vocabulary.

Why candidates didn’t do well –
Summary



Read Script 5 for 4EB1 01 and Script 6 for 4EB1 01R. 

Give them a mark.

Marking Activity: Question 7 



4EB1/01:

Question: 7

Document ID: 0461001909547

Document name: Script 5

4EB1/01R:

Question: 7

Document ID: 0461002063411

Document name: Script 6

[Marking activity to appear here/be available to download]

Candidate responses



Script 5 : Level  4, 11 marks. A wide range of comparisons 
are made with some exploration of ideas and 
perspectives. References are balanced across both texts 
and support the points being made.

Script 6 : Level  2, 5 marks. This response considers 
obvious comparisons and comments on ideas and 
perspectives. There are some valid references but these 
are not developed.

Marking Activity - Answers



Section B: Question 8



4EB1/01:

Write a letter to your local newspaper explaining why you think there   
should be more opportunities for after-study activities in your local 
community.

You should include:

• the reasons why there are not enough activities

• the types of activities that could be offered

• the benefits of after-study activities.

Think carefully about the purpose of your letter and the audience for 
whom it is intended.

Question 8



4EB1/01R:

Write a letter to a friend encouraging him or her to join an organisation or 
campaign to make a positive difference to society.

You should include:

• different types of organisations or campaigns

• how to take part

• why it is sometimes difficult to take part.

Think carefully about the purpose of your letter and the audience for 
whom it is intended.

Question 8



AO1: Read and understand a variety of texts, selecting and     
interpreting information, ideas and perspectives.

• Most candidates referred to the three bullet points and 
managed to cover a reasonable number of points. 

• Some candidates did not refer to all three bullet points or 
use ideas from both texts.

• Although relevant points were selected, they were not 
always developed and interpreted effectively enough. 

• In weaker responses there was evidence of lifting from the 
original texts without any attempt to re-work the material. 

Question 8: AO1



AO4: Communicate effectively and imaginatively, adapting 
form, tone and register of writing for specific purposes and 
audiences

• Examiners commented that many candidates were able to 
produce a successful letter about after-study activities 
(main paper) or empowering students (regional paper), 
with clear evidence of an understanding of the purpose, 
audience and format required. 

Question 8: AO4



• Better candidates used a wide range of techniques, such 
as direct address, rhetorical questions and listing to 
communicate their ideas, often adopting a highly 
persuasive tone.

• A number of candidates did not write in a style that 
resembled a letter and chose to write a speech or an 
article. 

• Some candidates had problems sustaining the required 
register throughout their responses.

Question 8: AO4



AO5: Write clearly, using a range of vocabulary and 
sentence structures, with appropriate paragraphing and 
accurate spelling, grammar and punctuation.

Question 8: AO5



• There were examples of successful responses with high levels of 
accuracy.

• Examiners commented that there were problems with grammar, tenses 
and expression, despite good spelling and punctuation.

• Most responses were structured and organised reasonably effectively.

• Common errors were: missing out definite and indefinite articles; 
missing out parts of verbs; incorrect subject/verb agreement; problems 
with homophones; missing or misused apostrophes; comma splicing; 
lack of capital letters, especially for ‘I’ and sometimes at the start of 
sentences.

• Examiners commented that there was some evidence of candidates 
attempting to use extended vocabulary when they really did not know 
how to use the words correctly.

Question 8: AO5



4EB1/01: 
Question: 8
Document ID: 0461001909640
Document name: Script 7

4EB1/01R:
Question: 8
Document ID: 0461002063292
Document name: Script 8

[Marking activity to appear here/be available to download]

Candidate Responses



Read the two responses for Question 8. 

Give them a mark and discuss through text chat.

Marking Activity



Script 7 was Level 5: 

AO1 = 9 marks

AO4 = 11 marks

AO5 = 7 marks

Script 8 was Level 3:

AO1 = 5 marks

AO4 = 6 marks

AO5 = 4 marks

Marking Activity - Answers



Section C: Questions 
9, 10 and 11



AO4

• Examiners commented positively on candidates’ responses to this 
question. 

• There were some strongly-argued and engaging responses, with very 
competent writing and some very well-developed and well-expressed 
ideas.

• Better candidates used a good range of rhetorical and linguistic 
techniques, designed to convince the reader to their own side of the 
argument. 

• However, some examiners thought that candidates struggled to 
develop and sustain a response.

• Weaker candidates offered points that were quite predictable and found 
it difficult to sustain an argument, often leading to repetition.

Question 9



AO4

• Examiners commented positively on the quality of some of the 
responses to the title.

• Better candidates remained focused on the form of the task and there 
was a real sense that they had planned and crafted what they 
produced. 

• Most candidates were able to adopt an appropriate register and tone 
for a narrative piece and they tried to bring the qualities to their stories 
of surprise, of drama, of suspense and of excitement. 

• A number of examiners commented on problems with the openings and 
endings of narratives as being a significant issue for some candidates. 

• Weaker candidates struggled at times with clarity, with muddled 
storylines and weak endings that were not closely related to the events 
that had unfolded.

Question 10



AO4

• Candidates produced some well-written responses that were fully 
focused on the task.

• Better responses were detailed and lively with fully developed ideas. 
These responses had a sustained focus on description and were able 
to communicate a real sense of what the experience involved. 

• Most candidates were able to write a reasonably sustained description. 

• A significant number of candidates did not focus on the descriptive 
nature of the task and wrote narrative responses, focusing on re-telling 
the events rather than describing them.

• Weaker responses tended to be undeveloped and lacking detail, with 
limited vocabulary.

Question 11



• There was evidence of good spelling and reasonably accurate 
punctuation. 

• Better responses were accurate, using a wide range of grammatical 
constructions, punctuation and vocabulary.

• However, most examiners commented that some candidates had 
problems with grammar and expression. 

• Some of this was unidiomatic English but there were also problems 
with tenses and sentence structure, including missing words. 

• These problems limited the effectiveness of the communication.

• Weaker responses tended to have weak language controls, with 
problems with grammatical structures as well as inconsistent spelling 
and punctuation.

Questions 9, 10 and 11: AO5



4EB1/01
Question: 9
Document ID: 0461001909631
Document name: Script 9

Question: 10
Document ID: 0461001909669
Document name: Script 10

Question: 11
Document ID: 0461001903652
Document name: Script 11

[Marking activity to appear here/be available to download]

Candidate Responses



This activity uses examples from the main paper (4EB1/01). 

Read the responses for Questions 9, 10 and 11. 

Mark them and text chat comments.

Marking Activity



Script 9

AO4 = 20 marks

AO5 = 10 marks

Script 10

AO4 = 14 marks

AO5 = 6 marks

Script 11

AO4 = 7 marks

AO5 =4 marks

Marking Activity - Answers



We offer a range of free and paid for 
resources for International GCSE 
in English Language B. They have 
been designed to support teachers 
to improve learner outcomes.

Resources



Support overview for International GCSE 
in English Language B

Getting Started 
Guide & 

Scheme of 
Work

Getting Ready 
to Teach Events

Subject 
interpretation of 

transferable 
skills

Subject Advisor Results Plus
Regional 
Support 
Manager

Curriculum 
Matched 

Publishing

Exemplar 
Marked 

Responses
Additional SAMs

Exam Wizard Lesson Plans Topic booklets



Student books, which include access to the eBook, provide comprehensive 
coverage of  each specification and are designed to supply students with 
the best preparation  possible for the examination:

• Written by a team of highly experienced International GCSE English 
teachers and  authors

• Chapters are mapped closely to the specification to provide 
comprehensive coverage  and are enhanced by targeted reading and 
writing skill sections

• Learning is embedded with differentiated exercises and exam practice 
throughout,  including summary sections to review learning

• Signposted transferable skills
• Maps to the Pearson Progression Scale

• Reviewed by a language specialist to ensure the book is written 
in a clear and  accessible style for students whose first language 
may not be English

• Glossary of key English Language terminology
• Free teacher support materials provided online as part of Pearson’s        

ActiveLearn Digital  Service.

Pearson Publishing   



● Free online results analysis tool for teachers. 
● Provides a detailed breakdown of student performance in 

Pearson Edexcel exams. 
● Identify topics and questions where the student could benefit 

from further learning and inform teaching strategies and 
approaches.

● Benchmark your school’s performance against other Pearson 
Edexcel schools in your country.

● Not just a post-results tool: Mock exam results can also be fed 
into the system to produce analysis.

● Find student results analysis from their previous Pearson 
Edexcel school.

● ResultsPlus Direct gives your students access to their final 
grades and performance breakdown, wherever they are. 

● Schools can sign up for free ResultsPlus account in just a few 
quick and easy steps: 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/Result
sPlus.html

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/ResultsPlus.html


● A free tool for teachers which helps you make quick homework 
assignments, topic tests and mock exams.  

● Questions tagged against unit, topic and assessment objective or 
simply choose a whole past paper.

● Use existing mark schemes for accurate marking.

● Use examiner report for insight.

● Most recent exam content available sooner. 

● Use the results to understand where students need more support, 
informing teaching strategies. 



New Access to Script (ATS)
Online Portal
Access to Scripts (ATS) is a free online portal which allows teachers 
to immediately access electronically marked exam papers

Provides enhanced transparency and 
• Offers transparent approach to marking process
• Provides better understanding of marking before

requests for enquiries about results are made
• Provides excellent aid for teaching and preparing 

other cohorts for examinations by helping you 
to evaluate a student’s performance on particular 
questions in relation to what they have been taught.

Available instantly from results day for all our examination series, for a defined 
window, you can view and download scripts which have been marked online free of 
charge from our Self-Service Portal.

For more information on ATS, and the post results windows,
visit our post-results pages.



Subject Advisor details

Your subject advisor is Clare Haviland
Phone: +44 (0)20 7010 2183
Twitter: @PearsonTeachEng
Email: TeachingEnglish@pearson.com

Sign up for monthly newsletters from Clare to stay on top of 
qualification updates, training, course materials and industry news.

English Forum The English forum is a discussion platform for English 
teachers. It highlights useful documents and  allows teachers to share 
information directly.

Contact your dedicated Subject 
Advisor

mailto:TeachingEnglish@pearson.com


Other useful links
1.Grade Boundaries
This page shows the minimum marks needed to achieve a certain grade for all UK 
and international examinations. Also refer to the examiners report which is available 
for download with other documents.

2.Examination Results Statistics
Results statistics summarise the overall grade outcomes of candidates sitting 
Pearson Edexcel examinations.

3.Progress to University

Here you can find information and guidance about how to progress to universities 
worldwide with Pearson Edexcel qualifications.

4. Access to scripts

Make an informed enquiry about results (EARs) using our free access to scripts 
portal. 

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-boundaries.html
http://qualifications.pearson.com/content/demo/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-statistics.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/progress-to-university.html
https://www.edexcelonline.com/main/HomePage.aspx


Pearson International
Schools Community
Connect with international teachers 
around the world 

• Connect with other teachers working in international schools 
and join groups who have shared interests, subjects or 
location 

• Read  topical news and articles and share yours
• Advertise jobs at your school or find job opportunities
• Download free resources
• Sign up for events.

Sign up today at:
pearson.com/internationalschools/blog.

https://neo.pearson.com/external-link.jspa?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pearson.com%2Finternationalschools%2Fblog


Any questions?



Please fill in your 
evaluation forms

We value your 
feedback!
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